Newsletter – November 2021
Chair update….a message from Jill McFarland

Contributing to the club
As members of the club, you
are required to provide help
for five hours throughout the
year (friends and family can
do them on your behalf).
Please let Claire Friend
know as and when you
complete
your
hours.
Claire.friend@hotmail.co.uk

Hi everyone
Welcome to your Autumn 2021 Newsletter and my first one as Chair. I have been a B&DRC member for
more than 10 years; have competed in most of the teams; been to a couple of Championships; have had
several roles on the Committee and know most of our members so hopefully I know a fair bit about the club!
One of the reasons I agreed to be Chair was because of the strength, level headedness and enthusiasm of
our Committee. We are very lucky to have such a great bunch and I am delighted to say Julie Smith has
recently joined us and one of her roles will be putting together this newsletter and planning our social events.
Welcome Julie!
I am very keen to build on Lucy’s good work ensuring we are a very active club, are inclusive and welcoming
and offer a good variety of rallies and events. If you have any suggestions of improvements we can make
please do not hesitate to get in touch.
A major strength of our club is the strong ethos to help out. The majority of our members are fabulous at
coming forward to do their hours and there are several who do many more than the five that they are asked
to do. THANK YOU . Helping at rallies and competitions is a great way to meet other members and you
can learn so much listening in and watching at a rally so it is like a free lesson!
Doing your hours is vital to the functioning of the club and something I personally feel strongly about. There
are not many members who do not do their hours but in future, we will not allow people to re-join who have

failed to do any hours for two years running. Please make time to help at rallies; you may be surprised at
how enjoyable it can be.
We have had a great summer with successes at the Area Show Jumping, Dressage and Horse Trials, a
fabulous camp at Stockland Lovell and well attended social event and Hog Roast. Over the winter there are
several Area Competitions coming up including two Dressage competitions, one being Intro Dressage so if
anyone wants to have a try at an Area competition this might be a good way to start. We really do encourage
everyone to have a go; we will be on hand to give advice on what is needed and aim to provide a supportive
and fun experience.
I hope you are all enjoying more normal riding activities. Let’s hope we manage to get through the winter
without more disruption. I look forward to seeing you all out and about.

Show Jumping update – Susie Glatt
It has obviously been a very frustrating time for those
who enjoy going out competing but finally, after a 12
month hiatus; the SJ national championship qualifiers
were given the go-ahead, hurrah! This feeling was
born out by the clamour of responses to the call out
for entrants - I think it is fair to say, it has been the
quickest in my time in the role of organiser.
So it was that we sent both a team 80cm and 90cm
to Rectory Farm in July.
*Team 80 consisted of three after losing someone at
the last minute, meaning that every score counted.
Ali Baimbridge on Steve, Helen Studinski on Gone
In A Glance and Alison Odle Hawkins on Cornish
Sparks did a cracking job coming in overall 3rd to win
them a place at the regional finals, missing a place at
the nationals by a whisker.
For the regionals at Hartpury in August, the team lost Alison but gained Sian Barke on Catrinus and Jill
McFarland on Basil. Between them, they covered pretty much every angle…1 disqualification for Sian’s
spooked youngster, refusing to jump past the crouching photographer, 8 faults for Ali, 4 for Helen and a
double clear for Jill who’s speed placed her in overall 5th to everyone’s delight. The team finished in 8th
place so two more rosettes for the club’s trophy cabinet!
*Team 90: Noolie Gregory on Harvey, Victoria Stacey on Highdale Autumn Sunrise, Max Lawry on Drop
Dead Fred & Sarah Raymond on Rio also put in a sterling effort and came 3rd overall. However, Victoria
Stacey came 3rd individual and Sarah Raymond came 1st individual overall with her double clears and only
went and qualified for a place at the nationals! She was unable to take up the offer in the end but we can
all safely assume that had she gone, she would have stormed that too!
Overall, satisfying results for us but most of all, what consistently shines through on these occasions is the
camaraderie and support in evidence. It really is a joy to be around.

Payments
When paying for rallies, camps etc. BACS is our preferred method details are:
Sort code 09-01-51
Acc. No. 84275504
Where possible please reference each BACS payment with date of rally/event

Halloween - Dressdown Dressage
Nothing was going to stop our keen competitors at Halloween dressdown. Dodging showers whilst riding
tests and having fun. There were some knock out costumes!
A big thank you to Simon Miskelly who gave up his time to join us for the day. Simon took some fabulous
pictures and he asked that donations were sent to https://www.willberrywonderpony.org/
Best costume prizes go to Sue Meredith, Claire Miskelly, Tallulah Barke, Tabitha Weyman and Julia
Wood (non-member).

Naomi Watkins qualifies for Badminton Grassroots 2022

Wow what an end to the season! Amazing cannot
believe it! Just to ride at the three day event and qualify
for that was awesome to then finish 7th in a huge class
of over 100 riders and get my Badminton grassroots
qualification…………Wow!
Huge thanks to all who have helped make this happen!
Thanks to all my instructors Tom Rowland, Alice
Peternell, Joanna Dyer and the others that have
helped along the way! Plus the team with making him
look so good Cerys Roberts, Chloe Chandler, and
Ann Marie Kemp! In addition, my sister Renee
Watkins who helped me massively to get the roads and
tracks and steeple chase point perfect! So excited!!!!!!!!!

George you are a legend
it was super fun and
great experience to do the roads and tracks; George
was a little bit cheeky! However, to have only had him
three months I could not have asked for anything
more! Really looking forward to Badminton 2022.
Also looking forward to representing the club lots of
fun for the future!

HOYS 2021 - Mel Tegg and Porridge 8th in the Show Hunter
This year my horse Mr P (Porridge) and I decided we wanted to pursue my childhood dream of riding at Horse of The
Year Show. Luckily, the insurance company SEIB sponsor an amateur showing series called Search for a Star and
ran 5 qualifiers across the country.
With the support of my fabulous friends Jill McFarland, Nicky Doubtfire and Carolyn Taylor who groomed for me
we attended two qualifiers and at the second one qualified for in the Show Hunter Class.
We found out the next week Porridge had ulcers and a polyp which was removed in an operation and so we were very
proud despite the pain he performed, he is still recovering but seems a lot happier in his work.
HOYS 2021 was magical, we had an Incredible time, incredible support from friends and family, and I was incredibly
proud. We came 8th in an exceptional class and whilst I was a little disappointed we didn’t do better Porridge gave
me his all despite his sore tummy.
So proud of ❤Porridge❤, meeting the household cavalry in the dark whilst riding back from the arena was a highlight
of many! But on the day he was a bit overwhelmed with the atmosphere and so was a little introverted and so I
struggled to get a good contact. Such a shame I couldn’t show him off at his best, especially after all the hard work
preparing and all the professional help we have had.
However so pleased we qualified for HOYS and Porridge gave me everything he had and didn’t put a hoof wrong, and
I get to take home my gorgeous boy. We had some lovely comments from the judges too.
Now to work on getting there next year as I can’t do amateurs again so we would have to qualify in the professional
classes!! I am also trying side saddle as 5 judges this season have told me he would be prefect for it (not sure I would)
so we will see! Follow your dreams and magic can happen

Summer Social
Hog roast Thornbury Cricket Club - 11 September 2021
Great food, great night!

AGM and Social: save the date
Our AGM will be on 24 January 2022 at Alveston Jubilee
Hall for 7pm. There will be hot food, updates on the last
year and awards

NEW Pilates: New Year (currently fully booked)
Pilates starts in January 2022, on Monday evenings at
Turnberries in Thornbury. Block of six weeks for £32
per person. Please contact Gill if you would like to be
added to the waitlist gilllawry@aol.com

Skittles and Social
Please join us on Friday 25 February 2022 at The
Salutation, Ham www.the-sally-at-ham.com for Skittles
and a ploughman’s buffet (with chips ) full details will
be posted shortly

Stockland Lovell 2021
Residential camp - a few highlights

Charity contributions
Camps 2021
£803
Bristol Mind
Stockland Lovell
£826.50
Great Western Air
Ambulance
Pontispool
Total raised for charity this
year = £1,629.50

There was great participation and effort for games organised by Sue Palfrey

Sporting Camp Colours

New member Claire Newland (and Kipper) and her thoughts on residential camp
I was greeted as soon as I arrived by Shanice, which was lovely and made me feel really welcome.
There are so many highlights to squeeze into a few paragraphs.
I loved the buzz in the barn in the morning the horses having breakfast and everyone excited about
the day ahead.
Being able to hack before and after lessons was great and we got to see the local countryside even
if we took a few wrong turns…Helen van de Loo.
I was slightly apprehensive when Gaynor the instructor asked me to jump in canter with my eyes
closed – I did think that it was maybe part of camp initiation  but as I didn’t want to be acquainted
with the dolly I sat tight.
I was very grateful for my elasticated waistband by the third cooked breakfast not to forget afternoon
tea and cake.
Games night…. Well what can I say the competitive streak that came out was unreal I was genuinely
amazed so many people got involved in the egg splatting, sack racing, balloon bursting and apple
dunking antics.
Sue Palfrey ran an amazing charity auction, which was brilliant raising over £800 so lucky so many
items came from Waitrose lol. I am looking forward to my xc sessions at Tumpy Green kindly donated
by Renee and Naomi.
Thank you to everyone who made me feel so welcome and roll on 2022 not sure how you will top
2021 but I suspect you will!

Carry on camping with Helen van de Loo and Flash
What can I say about our first ever camp! It has only
taken me 10 years to pluck up the courage to go, as
I did not have the confidence. I wish I had done it a
lot sooner.
Where do I start? Stockland Lovell is a fabulous
equestrian centre to go with your horse. The facilities
are great for horse and rider. You can do as little or
as much as you like and my body is now telling me
that, I did the latter! The lessons were really good and
the instructors were very positive and gave me lots of
confidence.
The food is excellent and three meals a day and cake
kept us all going. The hacking is amazing and lots of
places to have a cheeky canter and also a river ride
where you literally ride up the river. I rode out with
lots of different people and it was really good to get
to know more of the B&DRC members.
What can I say about the entertainment other than I
have not laughed so much in ages and what happens
on camp stays on camp but a swimming costume,
snorkel and shower cap should go on the camp list of
what to bring!
Thank you so much for the brilliant organisation of the
camp by Shanice it could not have been an easy job.
Everyone in our club is lovely, encouraging and very
supportive and I would say to anyone not sure about
camp give it a go as you will not regret it. Roll on
camp 2022.
Thank you to everyone for making my first camp the
best ever and it exceeded all my expectations.

Massages for campers
We were very lucky to have Claire and Emma come to camp
on Saturday between them they gave 12 massages to
campers!
We look forward to seeing them both again very soon 

Instructor profile – Alistair Bull
I was brought up on the moors in Lancashire in an area
where it seemed commonplace for everyone to have a
horse or two of some description, most of us arrived at
primary school on the back of ponies. With my father driving
carriage horses and my eldest brother in the household
cavalry it was no surprise I easily fell under the spell of being
around horses, a very romantic idea I know but that early
passion and love is needed to keep you going when you are
grooming and training 365 days in all weathers.
Before the awareness of health and safety we all rode
bareback and in head collars, raced my other brothers on
their motorbikes, jumped everything in sight and allowed to
ride for hours anywhere we liked yet we weren't allowed to
go on a bus on our own! All very different from today and
everything I now instruct people not to do but it all certainly
went to improve balance and feel. I joined the pony club
route and as most young boys jumping big and going fast is
great fun and being a tad competitive I qualified and
competed junior Hickstead.
As a teenager, I got a weekend job grooming for Lady Townley where I started my BHSAI training and
started competing working hunter at county level. Working full time with horses first came in the guise of a
groom for the VanGoughs (European silver medallist carriage driving), a few private hunting yards and then
being very fortunate to meet and work for Michael Bullman, who was a well-known horse owner and chef
d'équipe of the Great Britain and Hungarian Show Jumping teams and Joe Turi Olympic show jumper, where
I gained tremendous knowledge working with trainers and members of Olympic teams and great quality
horses such as Vital amongst many others. I became a rider for Michael backing and bringing on all the
young warm bloods and did the Sunshine tours in Europe.

When Joe tragically died I came to
Gloucestershire and rode for Michael's niece,
who as an ex event rider had moved into
dressage and again was very fortunate to gain
knowledge with the training of her horses from
novice to Grand Prix with monthly trainings
with Carl Hester, Trish Gardner and Conrad
Schumacher, whilst here I also studied for my
BHSI. I count myself very fortunate to have
ridden and competed many quality horses,
being involved in the training of the noble
horse, passing on my knowledge and seeing
the satisfaction and rewards, this brings.

WWW - Upcoming events
Please note: these dates

* are still to be confirmed

When

What

Where

8 January 2022

Winter Show Jumping

West Wilts

6 March 2022

Intermediate Dressage

Leyland Court

*

Junior Winter dressage

tbc

*

Combined Training

tbc

5 June 2022

Dressage to Music

Burrows Court

22 – 25 June 2022

Residential Camp

Pontispool

Late June

Horse Trials

tbc

17 July 2022

Show Jumping

Rectory Farm

6 – 9 October 2022

Residential Camp

Stockland Lovell

Area Dressage at West Wilts – 7 November 2021
Area 9 Novice Dressage Qualifier
Sarah Couzens and Andrea Cox
Well done to those that represented the club at area dressage. Really pleased with everyone that put their self
forward and some really great results. The teams where:

Berkeley Rockets = Team 10th
Denise Mcgurk - 8th
Sally Thorne – 12th
Sarah Raymond – 11th
Sarah Couzens – 6th

Berkeley Sparklers = Team 12th
Heidi Benson – 5th
Teresa Ventimiglia - 7th
Jill McFarland – 19th
Jules Moore – 17th

Berkeley Stars = Team 22nd
Sophie Williams – 15th
Shanice Walton – 14th
Sarah Ferris – 24th
Angela Cherrington – 19th

Myself and Sarah would like to thank everyone for their great team effort and look forward to seeing them and
others put themselves forward again to represent such a friendly club 

Worming your horse in the Autumn/Winter – article provided by B&W Equine Vets
The most important parasites we need to address going into the autumn/winter are encysted small redworm larvae
and, if necessary, tapeworm. Neither of these two parasites can be detected from a faecal worm egg count and
encysted larvae are not killed by most wormers.
•

Tapeworms can cause digestive disturbances, loss of condition and colic if a horse develops a large burden
of worms

•

Small redworm larvae can encyst within your horse’s gut wall throughout the year especially in the autumn
and winter. If the larvae are not treated, a sudden mass emergence of larvae can occur in the spring, damaging
the gut, which can cause diarrhoea and colic and may be fatal

A targeted worming programme is vital for our horses, which is why it is recommended that you carry out a tapeworm
saliva test to determine whether or not your horse needs to be treated for tapeworm.
Why is a targeted worming programme important?
•

Because of the increasing resistance to the active ingredients used in wormers

•

So that we do not worm our horses when it is unnecessary to do so, which is better for our horses and
decreases the risk of resistance

•

So that we can target the right worms at the right time of the year

Encysted redworm larvae are treated using a wormer containing moxidectin, which also treats redworm and bots,
which is why it's not necessary to carry out a faecal worm egg count at this time of year. The wormer should be
administered late in the grazing season (people often use the first frost as a reminder) so that reinfection on the pasture
is minimised.
If the result of the tapeworm saliva test suggests that you need to treat your horse for tapeworm, it is possible for this
to be done at the same time that your treat your horse for encysted redworm. This can be done using a wormer
containing both moxidectin (to treat the encysted larvae) and praziquantel (to treat the tapeworm).
Important points
For safe and effective worming, follow these tips:
•

Always use the correct wormer

•

Speak to your vet and ask for advice on putting together a targeted worming programme for your horse.

•

Use faecal worm egg counts at other times of the year to establish whether your horse needs to be wormed
or not

•

Do not use moxidectin-¬based wormers unless you need to; overuse will encourage resistance and could lead
to moxidectin becoming useless against encysted small redworms

•

Know your horse’s weight; give the correct amount of wormer. Under-¬dosing encourages development of
resistance

•

Moxidectin is toxic to pets and fish. Dispose of syringes correctly; avoid contamination of watercourses

•

Perform autumn/ winter worming at the end of the grazing season when it gets colder because

•

Frost kills bot flies; moxidectin kills bot larvae

•

Worming after the first frost keeps horses bot-¬free until the following season

Four faecal worm egg counts (FWEC), an autumn/winter tapeworm saliva test and an appropriate autumn/winter
wormer are included in the many benefits when you join the Horse Health Programme, available from B&W Equine
Vets. We provide FWECs as part of the Horse Health Programme because they form an important part of your horse’s
preventative healthcare. But even horses with negative FWEC results need worming in the autumn/winter to protect
them from disease caused by encysted small redworms and, potentially, tapeworms. If you are unsure about any
aspect of your worming programme, ask your vet for advice.

About B&W Equine Vets
B&W Equine Vets is one of the largest specialist equine practices in the South West. We have a diverse team of highly
qualified vets who are committed to providing the best care for your horse, pony or donkey and offer a dedicated
ambulatory and referral service 24/7.
From each of our four branches, Breadstone, Failand, Stretcholt & Willesley, we offer a full range of mobile veterinary
services, including the latest portable diagnostic imaging equipment such as ultrasound, x-ray and endoscopy. Our
state-of-the-art, purpose-built Equine Referral Hospital in Breadstone and the team of Specialist Veterinary Surgeons
there offer a complete range of referral services, with on-site laboratory services. Finally, the B&W Stud at Willesley
provides breeding & reproduction services from breeding packages & stallion services through to Embryo Transfer and
OPU.
For further information, go to our website www.bwequinevets.co.uk
For further information about the Horse Health Programme go to www.horsehealthprogramme.co.uk

Discounts for B&DRC members : 10% - please remember to show your riding club card

•

Pinkers – https://patrickpinker.com/

•

EvoEquine - https://www.evoequine.co.uk/

•

NEW Wye Valley Country Store (Chepstow) except feed and wormers
https://www.thewyevalleycountrystore.uk/

Please send in your horsey news and photos for us to share with members via our Newsletter. Just drop an
email with attachments to julie526smith@btinternet.com

B&DRC Committee
Who

Role

Contact

Jill McFarland

Chair

Tel: 07879 218944
Email:
jill.geoff@btinternet.com

Sally Thorne

Treasurer

Tel: 07773 081303
Email:
sally.thorne@blueyonder.co.uk

Holly Winterton

Secretary

Tel: 07971 532772
Email:
holly@wintertons.net

Shanice Walton

Camps Manager

Tel: 07860 292735
Email:
shanice37@hotmail.com

Sarah Raymond

Rallies Manager

Tel: 07711 447591
Email:
sarah.raymond@hotmail.co.uk

Gill Lawry

Teams Manager

Tel: 07747 842853
Email:
gilllawry@aol.com

Claire Friend

Membership Secretary

Tel: 07837 023190
Email:
Claire.friend@hotmail.co.uk

Julie Smith

Committee Support

Tel: 07484 821318
Email:
julie526smith@btinternet.com

